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| NFORVATI ON MEMORANDUM

TQ State Agencies Adm nistering or Supervising
Admnistration of Titles IV-E and I V-B of the
Social Security Act.

Regi onal Adm nistrators, ACF
Regions I - X

SUBJECT: Record Format Changes to Accommodat e the Year 2000
Century Date Change to the Federal Adoption and
Foster Care Anal ysis and Reporting System

( AFCARS) .

LEGAL AND

RELATED

REFERENCES.: Section 479 of the Social Security Act; 45 CFR
Parts 1355, 1356 and 1357

PURPCSE: The purpose of this Information Menorandumis to
inform State agencies of the required change to
information systens, such as AFCARS, to
accommodat e the change in century year references.

BACKGROUND: The regul ation at 45 CFR 1355. 40, which inpl enments

section 479 of the Social Security Act, sets forth
the AFCARS requirenents for the collection of
uniform reliable informati on on children who

are under the responsibility of the State title

| V-B/ 1 V-E agency for placenent and care.

The Departnent of Health and Human Services (DHHS)
will use this information to respond to questions
and requests from Congress, other Departnents,
States and interested organi zations for current
data on children in foster care or who have been



adopt ed.



| NFORVATI ON

As we approach the year 2000, the Admnistration
for Children and Famlies (ACF) is requiring that
information systens staff identify any data, data
subm ssi ons and/or data exchanges and nake the
necessary conputer software changes to accomodat e
the change in century year references.

Accordingly, the ACF is requiring a nodification
to existing AFCARS date fields in order to operate
effectively in the newmllennium Therefore, al
date formats need to be expanded to accommodat e
century information. Qurrently, AFCARS requires
either a YYMMDD, YYMM or YY date format. This
format shall change to either CCYYMVDD, CCYYMM or
CCYY. The CCYY represents the four digit century
year, e.g., 1996.

The new century year format will require expanded
record layouts for the foster care sunmary, foster
care detail, adoption aggregate, adoption summary,
adoption detail and footnote files. For a
detail ed explanation of this expanded | ayout

pl ease refer to AFCARS Technical Bulletin #2, -
File Format, Revised: March 6., 1996.

The Federal AFCARS System wll not read the old
date format as of CQctober 1, 1996. (Once the new
format beconmes effective, States nust use the
revised format regardl ess of the reporting period.

Pl ease note: For the AFCARS data currently due by
June 15, 1996 for the third report period (Cctober
1, 1995 - March 30, 1996), States SHOULD NOT use
the new century year format. States nust use the
current YYMVDD, etc. date format when submtting
data by June 15, 1996, or any previ ous report
period prior to Cctober 1, 1996.

Pl ease refer to the table below for a list of
AFCARS data elenents that will be affected:



Dat a Dat a Current Century
El enent El enent Dat e Dat e
Nunber Nane For mat For mat
Foster Care Summary Fil e

02 Report period ending date YYMM CCYYMV

Foster Care Detail File

02 Report period ending date YYMWM CCYYMV

05 Date of nost recent periodic YYMVDD CCYYMVDD
revi ew

06 Child s date of birth YYMVDD CCYYMVDD

18 Date of first renoval from YYMVDD CCYYMVDD
hore

20 Date child was di scharged from YYMVDD CCYYMVDD
| ast foster care epi sode

21 Date of |atest renoval from YYMVDD CCYYMVDD
hore

22 Renoval transaction date YYMVDD CCYYMVDD

23 Date of placenent in current YYMVDD CCYYMVDD
foster care setting

45 Year of birth (1st princi pal YY CCYyY
car et aker)

46 Year of birth (2nd pri nci pal YY CCYyY
car et aker)

47 Date of nother's parental YYMVDD CCYYMVDD
rights termnation

48 Date of legal or putative YYMVDD CCYYMVDD
father's parental rights
termnation

50 Year of birth (1st foster YY CCYyY
car et aker)

51 Year of birth (2nd foster YY CCYyY
car et aker)

56 Dat e of discharge fromfoster YYMVDD CCYYMVDD
care

57 Foster care discharge YYMVDD CCYYMVDD

transacti on date




Dat a Dat a Current Century
El enment El enment Dat e Dat e
Nunber Nane For mat For mat
Adopti on Aggregate File

02 Report period ending date YYMM CCYYMV
Adoption Sunmary File
02 Report period ending date YYMWM CCYYMV
Adoption Detail File
02 Report period ending date YYMWM CCYYMV
05 Date of birth of child YYM1 CCYYMV
16 Mot her's year of birth YY Yy
17 Father's (putative or |egal) YY cCYy
year of birth
19 Date of nother's termnation YYMVDD CCYYMVDD
of parental rights
20 Date of father's termnation YYMVDD CCYYMVDD
of parental rights
21 Dat e adoption |egalized YYMVDD CCYYMVDD
23 Mot her's year of birth YY Yy
24 Father's year of birth YY CcCyY
Optional Explanatory Footnote File
03 Report period end date YYMM CCYYMV




EFFECTI VE
DATE: Cctober 1, 1996

0 States are required to begin using the new
century year format for all AFCARS dat a,

regardl ess of the report period, submtted Cctober
1, 1996 and thereafter.

0 Data submtted before Cctober 1, 1996 shoul d be
submtted in the old format.
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